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K I E R R A  G R A Y  B I O

Kierra Gray is a contemporary singer-

songwriter. She is often described as a

storyteller through song. Her father, a

professional musician, and mother

opened up a music school where Kierra

was introduced to the piano at the age of

4. She continued her musical journey

taking lessons in drums, guitar, voice, and

violin. Through her exploration of music,

she discovered that her real passion was

songwriting. One of her most recent

musical achievements was being

selected as a 2018 National YoungArts

Winner in the Voice/Singer-Songwriter

discipline. She was flown out to Miami,

Florida for a week of intensive

masterclasses and performances. While

there, she got to work with Tony award-

winning vocal coach and therapist, Joan

Lader, and Grammy award-winning artist,

Lisa Fischer. Gray also had the amazing

opportunity to be mentored by the late,

Grammy award-winning, Betty Wright.

Kierra recently provided two original

songs for the 2020 Korean documentary,

currently in post-production, Permission

to Exist. Her debut single entitled "Kitty

Kat," a female empowerment song about

friendship and sisterhood, was released

on International Women's Day, March

8th, 2020. She wrote her most recent

single, "Slow Down," after witnessing the

effects of the COVID pandemic causing a

global standstill.



EQUIPMENT LIST

SONG LIST

Shure Wireless Microphone

Electric Guitar

Acoustic Guitar

Yamaha Piano

Two Yamaha Stage Monitors 

(500W each)

Two JBL House Speakers (1500W

each)

Boom Mic Stand

Keyboard Stand

Kitty Kat 

Slow Down

Just Say I Do

Nothing Wrong with Me

Always Be My Mother 

A Moment of Your Time 

Miracles in Little Things 

Friend Zone 

Fifteen 

Moving Forward 

What Makes A Lady 

Rose Colored Glasses 

Always Everything 

Lessons Learned
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"SLOW DOWN"
CO-WRITTEN AND PERFORMED  BY: KIERRA GRAY

"KITTY KAT"
WRITTEN AND PERFORMED BY: KIERRA GRAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=byFNz_BUx1w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBU2sv6JOBc


"MIRACLES IN LITTLE THINGS"
CO-WRITTEN BY: KIERRA GRAY

"DREAM A DREAM"
WRITTEN AND PERFORMED BY: KIERRA GRAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJgXNb3hQcU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CshA9Ar8KMQ
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     special to me because, in a way, I wrote it for
myself. ‘Slow down’ was something that I really
needed to hear, and I feel like it’s something that a
lot of other people need to hear as well.”      One of
Kierra’s most recent musical achievements was
being selected as a 2018 National YoungArts Winner
in the Voice/Singer-Songwriter discipline. She was
flown out to Miami, Florida for a week of intensive
masterclasses and performances. While there, she
got to work with Tony award-winning vocal coach
and therapist, Joan Lader, and Grammy award-
winning artist, Lisa Fischer. She's also had the
opportunity to provide two of her original songs
for the 2020 Korean documentary and musical,
Permission to Exist, scheduled for release later this
year. When asked about her plans for the future,
Kierra said, “I have plenty of dreams and goals. I
want to release an EP, and I’d absolutely love to do
more work with film and TV. But for right now, I’m
just taking it one day at a time. I’m slowing down
and I'm thankful for where I am in this current
moment.” If you'd like more information about this 
topic, or to schedule an interview with Kierra Gray,
please call 803-232-5550 or e-mail
kierragraysingersongwriter@gmail.com.

Singer/Songwriter writes song
inspired by current Pandemic

     With the current Covid-19 pandemic sending the
world into a crisis, singer-songwriter Kierra Gray
shares the biggest lesson she has learned through
it all, to slow down. Kierra shared that during the
quarantine she has had time to spend with her
family, read a book, take a nap, and simply take
time to smell the flowers without feeling guilty. She
states, “This song is a reminder for me to not just
exist, but to be present. I hope this message
resonates with you as much as it has with me.” She
has also made the song available for download from
her website for free. She says, “Releasing this song
isn’t about making a profit. It’s about giving a
hopeful reminder, so you can download it from my
website [and] give whatever you feel you should!”     
When asked about the story behind the song Kierra
said, “I actually wrote this song with a good friend
of mine from Nashville, Kimber Terry. I was new to
Nashville and met Kimber at a church, where she
was leading worship. We went for coffee, hit it off,
and decided to write together. I didn’t really know
what to expect, but it was an amazing experience.
As we were writing, we began sharing our
experiences with being in the industry and the
pressures we both felt from it. This song is really

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



Kierra Gray of Columbia, SC and
Richland Two Charter high school
graduate, has been named a
2018 National YoungArts
Foundation (YoungArts) Finalist in
the VOICE/Singer-Songwriter
discipline, the organization’s
highest honor. Selected from the
most competitive pool of
applications to date, Gray has
been recognized for her
outstanding artistic achievements
and joins 757 of the nation’s most
promising young artists in the
visual, literary, design and
performing arts from 47 states.
YoungArts winners gain access to
one of the most comprehensive
programs for emerging artists in
the United States, offering
financial, professional and artistic
development opportunities over
the course of their careers. A
complete list of the 2018 winners,
all 15–18 years old or in grades
10–12, is available online at
youngarts.org/winners.
“YoungArts congratulates all of
the 2018 winners. This
extraordinary group of young
artists represents the vibrancy of
our culture for years to come and
we look forward to supporting
and encouraging them at key
junctures in their careers,” stated
Carolina García Jayaram,
YoungArts President and CEO. “I
applaud all of our extraordinary
panelists in making this year’s
selection, one of the most
competitive in YoungArts’
history.”

Gray will receive a cash prize of
up to $10,000; opportunities to
share her work with the public at
renowned institutions such as the
John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts (Washington,
D.C.), The Metropolitan Museum
of Art (New York), Sotheby’s (New
York) and New World Center
(Miami); and access to mentors
including Academy Award-
winning director, producer,
editor, writer and
cinematographer Doug Blush;
award-winning photographer
Corinne May Botz; three-time
New York Dance and
Performance Awardee Nora
Chipaumire; award-winning
visual artist Teresita Fernández;
Grammy-award winning vocalist
and songwriter Lisa Fischer; best-
selling authors Michael Grunwald
and Kristen Simmons; acclaimed
violinist Corin Lee; award-winning
journalist, author, and
provocative cultural critic Joan
Morgan; American stage and
television actress Karen Olivo;
critically acclaimed pianist
Elizabeth Joy Roe; multi-Grammy
nominated artist Patrice Rushen;
and nine-time Grammy winner
and a 17-time Grammy nominee
Janis Siegel among others.
“I write songs to broaden
people’s perspectives, to
encourage and uplift those who
are down, and to show
appreciation for those we
cherish. To be recognized with
such prestige for simply doing 

what I love is mind-blowing, and I
will forever be thankful to
YoungArts for seeing in myself
something that I didn’t always
see.”  ~ Kierra Gray | 2018
National YoungArts Finalist

Selected through a blind
adjudication process conducted
by an independent panel of
highly accomplished artists, the
2018 winners represent the top
10 percent of applications. Of this
year’s 757 Winners, some have
been awarded for excellence in
multiple disciplines at various
levels.  Altogether, 781 awards
have been attributed: 171 have
been named Finalists, the
organization’s highest honor; 270
are Honorable Mentions and 340
are Merit winners.   As a Finalist,
Gray will have the opportunity to
participate in the 37th annual
National YoungArts Week in
Miami January 7–14, 2018. The
organization’s signature program,
National YoungArts Week aims to
foster cross-disciplinary
collaboration and community
while offering Finalists the
guidance needed to prepare for
the next stage of their artistic
development. During the free,
weeklong intensive, artists across
10 disciplines participate in
master classes and workshops
with internationally recognized
leaders in their fields, such as
Florence Stern Memorial Master
Teacher Kyle Abraham.
Throughout the week, Gray’s 
 CONTD.
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Kierra Gray OF Columbia, SC RECEIVES
HIGHEST AWARD FROM NATIONAL

YOUNGARTS FOUNDATION



YOUNGARTS
C O N T I N U E D

work will be further adjudicated
to determine additional award
levels.   Each evening during
National YoungArts Week,
audiences can experience the
work of these artists through
performances in voice, jazz,
theater, dance and classical
music, as well as film screenings
at the New World Center, writers’
readings in the YoungArts Jewel
Box, and a visual arts,
photography, and design
exhibition curated by Pérez Art
Museum Miami Assistant Curator
Jennifer Inacio in the YoungArts
Gallery. On January 8th, 2018,
Gray will share her work with the
public at the New World Center
as part of the Classical, Jazz, and
Pop Voice Performance. For more
information or to purchase
tickets, visit youngarts.org/yaw.

Gray is also eligible for
nomination to the White House-
appointed Commission on
Presidential Scholars. As the sole
nominating agency, YoungArts
selects 60 Finalists each year, 20
of whom are selected to become
U.S. Presidential Scholars in the
Arts, one of the highest honors
for a graduating high school
senior.  All winners are eligible to
participate in YoungArts’ regional
programs, including YoungArts
Miami (February 20–25, 2018),
YoungArts Los Angeles (March
24–29, 2018) and YoungArts New
York (April 24–29, 2018).  

Gray will join a growing alumni
network of more than 20,000
artists and will receive access to
additional professional and
artistic development, and
presentation opportunities.
Alumni programs include the new
Up Next career development
symposia in Los Angeles and New
York, exhibitions curated by
renowned artists such as Derrick
Adams, and interdisciplinary
residency programs in Miami.

YoungArts’ expansive alumni
network of leading professionals
includes visual artists Doug
Aitken (1986 Winner in Visual
Arts) and Daniel Arsham (1999
Winner in Visual Arts); musicians
Conrad Tao (2011 Winner in
Music & U.S. Presidential Scholar
in the Arts) and Jennifer Koh
(1994 Winner in Music & U.S.
Presidential Scholar in the Arts);
filmmaker Doug Blush (1984
Winner in Cinematic Arts);
recording artists Josh Groban
(1999 Winner in Theater) and
Chris Young (2003 Winner in
Voice & U.S. Presidential Scholar
in the Arts); writers Sam Lipsyte
(1986 Winner in Writing & U.S.
Presidential Scholar in the Arts)
and Tarell A. McCraney (1999
YoungArts Winner in Theater);
actors Viola Davis (1983 Winner
in Theater), Andrew Rannells
(1997 Winner in Theater) and
Kerry Washington (1994 Winner
in Theater); renowned 

choreographer Desmond
Richardson (1986 Winner in
Modern Dance & U.S. Presidential
Scholar in the Arts); and 2015 So
You Think You Can Dance winner
Gaby Diaz (2014 Winner in
Dance).

ABOUT THE NATIONAL
YOUNGARTS FOUNDATION  The
National YoungArts Foundation
(YoungArts) was established in
1981 by Lin and Ted Arison to
identify and nurture the most
accomplished young artists in the
visual, literary, design and
performing arts, and assist them
at critical junctures in their
educational and professional
development. Through a wide
range of annual programs,
regular performances, and
partnerships with some of the
nation’s leading cultural
institutions, YoungArts aspires to
create a strong community of
alumni and a platform for a
lifetime of encouragement,
opportunity and support.

If you'd like more information
about this topic, or to schedule
an interview with Kierra Gray,
please call 803-232-5550 or 
you may e-mail us at
kierragraysingersongwriter@gma
il.com.
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GIG LIST

THE KOGER CENTER
COLUMBIA, SC

 
NEW WORLD CENTER
PERFORMANCE HALL

MIAMI BEACH, FL

 
RICE MUSIC HOUSE

COLUMBIA, SC

 
GMG PERFORMANCE

CENTER
COLUMBIA, SC

 
HARBISON THEATER

COLUMBIA, SC

 
VILLAGE AT SANDHILL

COLUMBIA, SC

 
WILD WING CAFE

COLUMBIA, SC

 
LIGHTHOUSE CAFE

COLUMBIA, SC 

 
SWEET GEORGIA’S JUKE

JOINT
ATLANTA, GA

 
GRACE HERITAGE 

COLUMBIA, SC

 
INTERNATIONAL PRAISE

COLUMBIA, SC

 
PLEASANT GROVE

MARION, SC

 
LAKE CAROLINA

COLUMBIA, SC
 
 

WAREHOUSE LIVE
COLUMBIA, SC

 

COLUMBIA COLLEGE
COLUMBIA, SC
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